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On the road to an educational system with microcredentialing we need…

... Policy / frameworks
• Acceleration agenda: 18 Dutch institutions working 

on plans to make education system more flexible

• Developing policy paper on microcredentialing in 
Dutch higher education, with support of ministry

…Technology / infrastructure
• SURF is developing an infrastructure which all Dutch 

HEI may use to issue open badges



Proof of Concept with Open Badges

 Prove the use case for Open 
Badges in Dutch Higher 
Education.

 Show how Badges could enable 
microcredentialing, awarded by 
HEI

 Show how this process could 
work and what’s needed to 
make it work.
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Learned lessons Edubadges Proof of Concept



Why a joint national approach?

 Federated infrastructure that fits into ICT-

ecosystem

 Authentication, verification, privacy, GDPR 

compliancy well organized

 Alignment to international standards: 

Currently looking into connection with 

Europass

 Joint effort to achieve recognisability, 

stackability, meaningfulness 

 Triggers national-level governance questions
Publication: www.surf.nl/edubadges



Challenges to overcome while working towards modular 
education system
 If we want to let students register for modules instead of complete programmes, then we need:

 database of educational modules

 national persistent student identity

 national registry of received microcredentials

 joint framework that ensures comparability and avoids proliferation

(visible?) distinction between

 badges for formal/accredited education (ECTS, EQF, quality assurance)

 badges for non-formal/non-accredited education (outside quality assurance framework)
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